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FROM OUR PASTOR 
We’ve come a long way, baby! The past 
fifteen months have been filled with many 
challenges and tough decisions, but with 

patience and a determination to lovingly protect our 
community we have endured each challenge and em-
braced each decision. As your pastor, I am beyond 
grateful for your kindness and patience. On Easter 
Sunday we gathered for in-person worship for the first 
time in a year and it was glorious. Each Sunday since, 
we have met outdoors and rejoiced in the ability to 
love on one another once more. As of this writing we 
are working towards returning worship to our Sanctu-
ary on June 6, 2021.  

In the two weeks prior to June 6th our Worship Com-
mittee and our Trustee Committee will be meeting to 
discuss plans and protocols for returning to our Sanc-
tuary for worship. We are excited for this time to final-
ly arrive and yet it remains that challenges, and tough 
decisions still lie ahead. While it appears that the vast 
majority of our congregation is fully vaccinated, we 
wish to remain an open-door congregation in which all 
visitors are welcome and feel safe. We also have a 
great desire to continue to protect the vulnerable 
among us – the children too young to receive the vac-
cine, and those with compromised immune systems 
which limit the vaccines effectiveness (transplant re-
cipients, chemo/radiation patients, etc.). We covet 
your prayers as we work our way through these con-
cerns and adopt policies which will help us to do as 
Jesus asks – show love and care for the vulnerable.  

I am also appreciative of those who took the time to 
fill out our worship survey. Here are a few highlights 
that have been helpful to guide us in moving for-
ward—Of those who responded to the survey: 

~ Approximately 98% have been fully vaccinated 
(this is great news!) 

~ 65% of respondents have been attending our    
outdoor worship service and the remainder have 
been split between watching the service on 
YouTube or Facebook.                                              
Only 4% have not joined us for worship at all.  

~ 86% feel the protocols we are currently practicing 
have been adequate. 

~ 50% prefer the new 10 a.m. worship time.          
18% do not have a preference.                               
20% prefer 11 a.m. and the remainder are split 
with other options. 
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To be clear, we do not use surveys as a voting 
platform. We will not always move with the popular 
opinion. We will, however, have these considerations 
in mind as we prayerfully discern the call God is plac-
ing upon us in regard to worship and community.  

Thank you again for your incredible patience and for 
the love you continue to show as journey through this 
pandemic together.  

  Peace,  
  Pastor Karen 

SUMMER LITERACY PROGRAM 
We are excited to once 
again be able to offer our 

Summer Literacy Program through The Duke Endow-
ment to rising 1st and 2nd grade students. This year 
our program will run four weeks: July 5–30; 7:30am to 
3:00pm each weekday.  

If you know of a student who is reading below grade 
level and would benefit from this program, please con-
tact Rachel Minick, sitedirector@wilkes.net, recently 

hired as the SLP Site Director. 

We welcome Rachel Minick to the staff of 
Wilkesboro UMC as our Summer Literacy 
Site Director. Rachel is a School Counselor at 
North Wilkesboro Elementary School.       

She graduated from Appalachian State University with 
a MA in Professional School Counseling in 2011.       
Rachel loves reading and using books as a therapy tool 
at work. She is currently reading The Anthropocene 
Reviewed by John Green. 

Our summer program relies heavily on your participa-
tion. The following volunteer opportunities are: 

 Food service/meals 
 Classroom aides or reading buddies 
 Chaperones  
 Enrichment Activities Leader 

If you have a gift/talent/passion to share with the kids,  
you can sign up to host a class. In the past Tanya Shire 
taught about missions by creating sleeping mats for 
the homeless, Carol Patton—weaving, Paul Barelski—
science, Cindy Winslow—crafts, and many others. If 
you wish to serve in this way, please contact Rachel 
Minick sitedirector@wilkes.net. 

We will also be hiring a few people to work the noon 
to 3pm Enrichment shift.  This would be a great sum-
mer job for college students! Again – please contact 
Rachel for information. 

mailto:sitedirector@wilkes.net
mailto:sitedirector@wilkes.net
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all funds giving report 
04/25  $ 10,747.00 
05/02           $   6,739.97 
05/09  $   9,990.00 
05/16  $   2,841.03 
05/23  $   8,620.00 

Pastor: Karen Roberts 
karenroberts@wilkes.net 

Youth: Donnie & Angila Thornton 
dthornton7530@gmail.com 

Music Ministry: Jim Brooks 
jimbrooks973@gmail.com 

Secretary: Regina Koons 
wumcadmin@wilkes.net 

Treasurer: Glenda Pierce 
treasurer@wilkes.net 

 
Our Treasurer has returned to 
the office! Glenda will be in 
the office on Tuesdays. If 
needed prior, please email 

her or contact the church office.  Many 
thanks to Ray Rich for covering all Treas-
urer needs while she was away. 

STEWARDSHIP 
God has blessed each of us with the 
opportunity to give of ourselves 
through our tithes and offerings. 
Your faithful giving helps enable the 
church in meeting the needs of this 
ministry. The stewardship of this 
church family is commendable and 
an incredible blessing during the 
unique time we are in. Thank you! 

 By mail: WUMC, PO Box 197, 
Wilkesboro NC 28697 

 Giving Online via our church 
website on the homepage. 

TOOLS FOR YOUR SPIRITUAL JOURNEY 

“As we seek to grow as disciples of Jesus Christ, we need encour-
agement, tips and tools to assist us along the way….find examples of oth-
ers living their faith every day, helps for your devotional times, and advice 
on how to love and serve…” 

Administrative Council meeting 
minutes and Treasurer Reports  
are available in the Sanctuary  
narthex and on our website  

(via the Newsletter link). 

BILL ALEXANDER HONORED 
On Friday, May 14th, Wake Forest Baptist Hospice  
honored Bill Alexander with a Veteran Pinning  
Ceremony, where he received a Veteran pin and 
certificate in honor of his service.  Bill was able to 
share a few stories with the small number of par-
ticipants about his service in the Air Force. He has 

been under hospice care since April 30th.   
Bill thanks his church family for all the cards, thoughts and prayers. And 
we thank you, Bill, for your service to our country, and we celebrate your 
78 years of being Wilkesboro United Methodist Church family. 

OLDER ADULT MINISTRY 
Keenagers, bring your own lunch on the second Tuesday 
each month to the church picnic shelter for fellowship!  
Hope to see you in the fresh air at 11:30am on June 11th. 

WOMEN’S MINISTRY—UMW 
The organized unit of United Methodist Women shall be a 
community of women whose purpose is to know God and 
to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus 
Christ; to develop a creative, supportive fellowship; and 

to expand concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries 
of the church.  

United Methodist Women – why join us in what we do?  What does UMW 
have to offer you and me? 
 Fellowship with other Christian women while studying the Bible and 

growing in our relationship with Christ. 
 Praying for one another and people all over the world.  We support Mis-

sionaries who go into these areas that put words into action.  Trades are 
taught and people come to know the Lord that may never have other-
wise had the opportunity to hear the gospel. 

 We help families in our community with gifts and monetary blessings. 
 We are involved in many social action programs and issues here at home 

and globally such as Racial Discrepancies, a Living Wage for All, Ending 
Maternal Mortality, work together to support stopping the School to 
Prison Pipeline and Just Energy for All to name a few. 

 We work together with other UMW groups from all over Western NC 
and have joint Bible studies and retreats with women from Western NC. 

 We have a bimonthly publication called Response Magazine that keeps 
us informed and up to date with UMW projects and missions all over the 
world.  Are you aware that the NC Conference with the Western NC Con-
ference Methodist are the only groups that ministers to the people of 
Armenia and we get to be a part of that.  Hallelujah! 

 We grow closer to God, one another and we grow leaders. 

This is just a small list of what goes on when you have dedicated Methodist 
women coming together in Christ’s name.  Come join us on the first Tues-
day each month at 6:30, Picnic Shelter—you will be most welcomed. 
Upcoming:  June 18 & 19 Virtual Conference Spiritual Growth Retreat;  
     July 15—18 Virtual Conference Mission U 

http://wilkesboroumc.com/Contributions
http://www.umc.org/en/ways-we-grow/tools-for-your-spiritual-journey
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WILKES MINISTRY OF H.O.P.E. 
336-903-1414; hope@brushymountain.com 
SUMMER Needs: fans, window air conditioner units, microwavable 
and other food items 

Other Needs: larger ministry building, food drives, prayers + financial gifts. 

STAMP MINISTRY 
Wilkesboro United Methodist have been sending cancelled stamps to 
the Alliance Stamp Ministry since 2014.  This ministry provides Sunday 
school materials translated and distributed to nearly 40 denomina-

tions in almost 20 Latino countries by funds received from the sale of cancelled 
stamps.  Join in this mission by placing cancelled stamps in the collection box 
labeled “Stamp Ministry” in the Education building.  

 Dealers require a 1/4” or 1/3” border around.  If less, the stamp will   
still be accepted, but at a lower price. 

 Damaged (torn/wrinkled) are usable.  
 Metered postage is not usable. 
 Non-cancelled regular stamps fixed to envelope are usable,                 

except for 1 cent stamps. 

SEWING BEE 
The three barrels we shipped to Ghana in April are now [late May] on 
the vessel MSC ANCHORAGE headed to Antwerp, Belgium. From there 
the container will be loaded onto another vessel for the voyage down 
to Ghana with anticipated arrival on June 5th.  In those barrels are 250 

dresses, 250 shorts, 200 bookbags, 120 masks, 208 LuoPads, and hundreds of 
boxes of crayons, pens, pencil and other school supplies. While mission teams 
are not yet traveling, we are so very thankful we have a way to help four or-
phanages and a school of over 300 children in Ghana.  

MEN’S MINISTRY—UMM 
The United Methodist Men met May 4th, enjoying the breeze 
and beautiful weather outside under the picnic shelter. With lov-
ing hearts we enjoyed congregating and resuming the good 

works we strive for. Please keep Bill Alexander and family in your thoughts and 
prayers during this difficult time.   

As we look ahead to nicer weather, there are several events you may 
be interested in.  The 15th Annual Wayburn Clonch Memorial Golf 
Tournament is upon us — June 10, 2021 — This year's honoree is 
Troy Harmon.  Ed Snyder has done a great job on finding collectible 

golf balls for this year's event.  You will want to make sure you get a few of 
those for your collection. Space is going fast so time is of the essence AND the 
deadline to register is June 4th.  If you would like to play, sponsor a hole or 
have a question or gift of support, please contact Mike Cooper (336-262-6970), 
Russell Golds (336-973-4941) or Robert Rizoti (336-262-4260).   

The UMM provided bibles for high school graduates on May 16th and ice 
cream treats for the end of school year Beach Blast at Moravian Falls Elemen-
tary on May 24th. Plus, the group is planning a 'Church Work Day' mid-June 
where we can give the Church a little TLC: pressure washing, cleaning windows 
and some painting are on the agenda.   

Would you like to be part of something bigger? Do you want to make a differ-
ence?  Do you have ideas on how to help and support our community? Join us 
at the United Methodist Men's monthly meeting, the first Tuesday each 
month, outdoors at 6:00pm on church grounds. Any are welcome and we look 
forward to seeing you there. Be safe, be healthy, be happy & wash your hands. 

But as for you, be strong and do not give up, for your work will be rewarded. 
2 Chronicles 15:7 

CONGRATULATIONS 
CLASS OF 2021 
During worship  
service Sunday, 

May 16th, our congregation 
presented bibles and offered 
congratulations to our two high  
school graduates:  
 Angela Chavez - graduating 

from Chavez Academy  of 
Arts and will attend college in 
California.  

 Shelby Roal - graduating from 
North Wilkes HS and will 
attend Samford University in 
Alabama this fall.  

HONDURAS  
MISSION  
Trip rescheduled 

to: May 22—June 3, 2022 
Financial gifts to WUMC-memo 
“Honduras” welcomed. 
Thanks to all for your support! 

HAND IN HAND MINISTRY 
Thank you all for sharing 
love with Moravian Falls 
Elementary faculty and 

students this past school year 
with prayer and in many crea-
tive ways. See the special Thank 
You from MFES staff in the 
Amen Corner (insert of this 
newsletter). Enjoy the summer! 

 
 
 
 

NC GUARDIAN AD LITEM 
A Child in OUR Community 

Needs Your Voice!  
Become a North Carolina 

Guardian ad Litem advocate for 
children in Alleghany, Ashe, 
Wilkes, & Yadkin counties. 

Virtual Advocate Training 
August—September 
Start Date/Time TBA 

2-hours/week for 6 weeks 
+ weekly online work 

Apply & Register by August 1st:  
VolunteerForGal.org  
OR contact GAL Staff  
at 336-651-4421 or 

GAL.District23@nccourts.org  
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WILKESBORO  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

exists to share the good news of Jesus Christ,  
comfort the troubled and embrace God’s love.

Sundays 
 10:00am Worship 
 10:45am Sunday School 
Wednesdays 
  NO Bible Study—Resume in August 

non-profit org. 
US postage 

P A I D 
permit #5002 

wilkesboro nc 

Wilkesboro United Methodist Church  

309 W. Main Street / PO Box 197, Wilkesboro, NC  28697  

Office: (336)818-0552 * Mon.-Fri. 9am—3pm 

www.wilkesboroumc.com  
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return services requested 

ENCLOSED INSERT 
June Celebrations , Amen Corner & Prayer Concerns 

15th ANNUAL GOLF TOURNAMENT 
Thursday, June 10, 2021 @ Oakwoods Country Club  

 Format Captain’s Choice 
 Play as Individual or Team 
 Sponsor a Hole 
 Dinner at End of Play 

 Hole In One on Hole 18 wins $10,000 
 Prizes for 1st, 2nd, 3rd Place + Drawing 

Signup by Friday, June 4th. 

See page 3 for more information. 
Sponsored by Wilkesboro United Methodist Men. 

STAY CONNECTED 
Updates and communication are  
provided via Letters from Our Pastor 
on www.WilkesboroUMC.com + mail,  
email “Updates”, and occasional 
phone tree messages as needed to 
help each other Stay Connected!  

Contact the church office if you need help connecting :) 

Sunday Worship @ 10am:  First in-person Worship inside 
the sanctuary, June 6th. Plus, worship available livestream 
on Facebook and later on YouTube. Guidelines to be 
shared via the church website under “Worship”. Please 
contact Pastor Karen, Trustees chair, or the church office 
should you have any questions. 

Sunday School @ approx. 10:45am:  Join Jan Taylor and 
friends for class @ the Picnic Shelter and via Zoom.  The 
direct meeting link or the specific phone number to partici-
pate is shared via email/mail each week. 

Wednesday Night Adult Bible Study will take June and 
July off.  Stay tuned for special opportunities to gather for 
spiritual reflections during those months! 

Reach Out by phone, postal mail, email sharing expres-
sions of love, encouragement, and prayers. Simply let 
someone know you are thinking of them. 

—>NOTE for In-person Meetings:  WUMC will follow safe-
ty guidelines as issued by WUMC, The UMC, the CDC and 
State of N.C.; In the case of rain for an outdoor meeting, it 
will be available via Livestream or Zoom only. 

JUNE 2021 
1 Tue 6:00p UMM, p. 3 

  6:30p UMW, p. 2 
2 Wed 6:30p Bible Study (last class of 5 week study) 
6 Sun 10:00a Worship, From the Pastor article p. 1  

  10:45a Sunday School 
8 Tue 11:30a Keenagers, p. 2 

10 Thu 1:00p Golf Tournament, p. 3, 4 
13 Sun 10:00a Worship 

  10:45a Sunday School 
14 Mon 2—7p Blood Drive, p. 4 
20 Sun 10:00a Worship 

  10:45a Sunday School 
27 Sun 10:00a Worship 

  10:45a Sunday School 

ANNUAL BLOOD DRIVE 
Monday, June 14, 2021 @ *Fellowship Hall, 2—7pm 

American Red Cross Blood Drive 
(co-sponsored with Wilkesboro Baptist) 

Call Margaret Cooper to schedule  
an appointment 336-262-6971.  

*On June 1st, the WUMC Trustees Committee will  
confirm or rescind the decision to hold the Drive inside 
the  Fellowship Hall. Notice will be shared via “Blood 

Drive” on the church website under “Events” heading. 

 
SEEKING ORGANIST/PIANIST to play Sunday 
mornings for worship, other special services, 
and to accompany the choir. Please mail a ré-
sumé with cover letter and three references to 
Wilkesboro UMC, attention SPRC Chairperson, 
or WUMCadmin@wilkes.net. 

http://wilkesboroumc.com/clientimages/27250/newsletter20%2007jul%20insert.pdf
http://wilkesboroumc.com/clientimages/27250/newsletter20%2007jul%20insert.pdf
http://wilkesboroumc.com/LetterfromOurPastor31320
http://www.WilkesboroUMC.com
http://wilkesboroumc.com/StayConnected
https://www.facebook.com/WilkesboroUMC/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCafFXOVZaBcXfBaEdjXSuMQ/videos
http://wilkesboroumc.com/StayConnected

